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SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS AT HOME WORSHIP 
MAY 21, 2023 
HOPE OF RESURRECTION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, Through Jesus Christ, we have been  
given endless grace and forgiveness. Make us  
see this not as an excuse to sin, but as all the  
more reason to live as you have called us.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: ROMANS 6:1-14 
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 
2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that 
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore, 
do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 

MATTHEW 6: 24 
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 
or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
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GOSPEL COMMENTARY PROVIDED BY BibleRef.com 

In Romans 6, Paul tackles the question of why Christians should not continue to sin once we 
have been declared righteous by God because of our faith in Christ. It's a good question. After 
all, Paul's recent teaching declared that we are no longer under the law of Moses, and God's 
grace will always increase to cover our sinfulness. Knowing nothing but that, it's reasonable to 
ask why Christians shouldn't indulge in our desire to sin. 
 
Paul's first answer is that we don't have to do what sin tells us to do any longer, so why 
would we keep doing it? He then reveals more information about what happens when a 
person comes to faith in Christ on a spiritual level. We experience a spiritual death—to sin, 
rather than to God—and rebirth that parallels Jesus' own physical death and resurrection. We 
are raised to a new spiritual life. In fact, by faith in Christ, we become so closely connected to 
Him that this particular spiritual death is a death to sin itself. The reason we are not slaves to 
sin any longer is because our old self was crucified. Dead men are freed from their old 
masters. Sin can't tell us what to do any more. We are literally dead to sin in Christ (Romans 
6:1–11).  
 
Paul seems to say that we still have a daily choice to make, however. We have been freed 
from the penalty of sin. We are forgiven. We have also been freed from the authority and 
power of sin. What we haven't fully lost is our desire to sin. Sin still attracts us. The old habits 
and ways of thinking still come naturally to us. That's why Paul tells us to stop giving our 
bodies over to be used by sin and to give them over, instead, to be used by God for 
righteousness. We're alive now. Why live like sin still owns us (Romans 6:12–14)?  
 
Paul gives another reason we should not continue freely sinning once we are in Christ. That 
leads to a lifestyle of volunteer slavery. Instead, we should live as if we were slaves to 
righteousness, because in a sense, we are. Serving righteousness is who we are now. We used 
to be free from slavery to righteousness, but where did that get us, Paul asks. Sin always leads 
to sin and death, remember? Let it go and serve righteousness. The result of righteousness, 
given freely to us in Jesus Christ, is to become like Christ and experience eternal life. Live for 
that, Paul urges us, instead of for the things of death that sin brings (Romans 6:15–23). 

HYMN OF THE DAY| CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST                   HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/6CAOFIUPMYW 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Standing in awe of your unfathomable grace, we pray for the church, the world, and  
all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of liberation, by the death and resurrection of your son, Jesus Christ, we have  
been freed from the bondage of sin. Help us to walk as people of righteousness,  
rejecting sin and embracing new life in you. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 

https://youtu.be/6CaofIuPMYw
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In the resurrection, Jesus redeemed not just humanity, but all of your creation. Teach  
us to value the natural world as deeply as you do, that we might strive for its  
protection and care. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire our leaders with a higher vision, and commit them to uplifting those society  
would prefer to forget, so that all people might flourish together. God of life, hear our  
prayer. 
 
We bring before you all those in our community who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially those we lift through our Prayer Chain. Bring health and wholeness to all 
who suffer, those we know, and those we don’t. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 
Make us blind to the differences that separate us from others. Teach us to love all your  
children no matter who they are. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Strengthen us to care for those in need through the outreach ministries of our 
community. To all who have hunger, give daily bread. To all who have bread, give 
hunger for justice. Bring aid and support to those who are poor, beaten down, abused, 
forgotten, silenced, or avoided, especially those seeking help through the Community 
Infant Program, the Little Free Pantry, Rise Against Suicide, and the Boulder Shelter 
for the Homeless. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 
Provide for the work of the Joshua School and organizations like them. Empower the 
staff and parents of children living on the Autism Spectrum. Nurture the minds,  
bodies and spirits of these children and adults, that they might reach their highest 
quality of life. God of life, hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort those who grieve as a result of mass shootings. Embolden our leaders to 
work together to bring an end to the gun violence that grips our country. God of life, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Encourage and empower those impacted by war and tyranny. Still the sounds of 
weapons. Teach us to seek security that comes from respect rather than violence. 
Strengthen and comfort the people of Ukraine, Russia, and all those whose lives are 
impacted by violence. Remind us of what You require of us: That we do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with You. God of life, hear our prayer. 
  
We remember with thanksgiving all the saints who have gone before us, who have 
taught us by their example to walk in the ways of righteousness. God of life, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Confident in the promise of the resurrection, we lift all these prayers to you, saving  
God, in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S BULLETINS:  

23.05.21_NL 

KidStuff_Program 2.pdf
 

 
BENEDICTION & SENDING 
Go now to follow the way of Jesus: To see others as he did, to give freely as he did,  
to love unconditionally as he did. Go now, embraced by the Source of life,  
accompanied by the Word of life; encouraged by the Breath of life. Amen. 
 
 

     

SHEPHERD CALENDAR OF EVENTS: MAY 21- MAY 28, 2023 

Sunday, May 21st— Hope of Resurrection 
9:30 a.m.—Hybrid In-Person/Zoom Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, May 24th 
11:00 a.m.—Amazing Grace Bible Study by Zoom 
 
Friday, May 26th 
7:00 a.m. —Men’s Zoom Breakfast Bible Study 
5:00 p.m.—Friday Night Perspectives Gathering  

Sunday, May 28th – Nothing Can Separate Us (Pentecost)  
9:30 a.m.—Hybrid In-Person/Zoom Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

DAILY NARRATIVE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 21, 2023, YEAR 1  
   

 Monday, May 22, 2023 

https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-919-29-gods-wrath-and-mercy2023 

Romans 9:19-29   God’s Wrath and Mercy   

Tuesday, May 23, 2023 
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-930-33-israels-unbelief2023 

Romans 9:30-33   Israel’s Unbelief  

Wednesday, May 24, 2023 

https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-101-21-salvation-for-all2023 

Romans 10:1-21   Salvation for All 
  

 MAY  

BIRTHDAYS  

HELEN T. 5/13 

SALLY E. 5/16 

TERRY SCOBY 5/27 

 

https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-919-29-gods-wrath-and-mercy2023
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-930-33-israels-unbelief2023
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-101-21-salvation-for-all2023
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Thursday, May 25, 2023 
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-121-8-the-new-life-in-christ2023 

Romans 12:1-8   The New Life in Christ 
  

Friday, May 26, 2023 
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-129-21-marks-of-the-true-christian2023 

Romans 12:9-21   Marks of the True Christian 

  

Saturday, May 27, 2023 
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-131-14-love-for-one-another2023 

Romans 13:1-14   Love for One Another 

 

Sunday, May 28, 2023 
 

https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/acts-21-4-pentecost2023 

Acts 2:1-4   Pentecost 
 

https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-121-8-the-new-life-in-christ2023
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-129-21-marks-of-the-true-christian2023
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/romans-131-14-love-for-one-another2023
https://clergystuff.com/nl-devotions/acts-21-4-pentecost2023

